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 FAI - Fondo per l’Ambiente Italiano
presents

WOLFGANG LAIB
PASSAGEWAY


from 27 October 2023 to 25 February 2024
Villa e Collezione Panza - Piazza Litta 1, Varese


I love the feeling of being able to go beyond time.
 I believe that really important art is timeless. 
WOLFGANG LAIB


FAI – Fondo per l’Ambiente Italiano presents Passageway, a solo show by the German artist Wolfgang Laib (Metzingen, 1950), who is one of the leading lights of the international contemporary art scene. From 27 October 2023 to 25 February 2024, at Villa Panza & the Panza Collection in Varese, four large installations – one of which is entirely new and has been created for the occasion – will be on show, having been specially installed by the artist in the spaces of the Stable Blocks and Coach Houses. The exhibition, staged as part of the celebrations for the 100th anniversary of Giuseppe Panza di Biumo’s birth, is curated by Anna Bernardini. 

The Wolfgang Laib project is part of a four-year exhibition program on themes that were very dear to Giuseppe Panza: “nature and form”, “rhythm and dynamics”, “sign and message” and “light and colour”. Specifically, Passageway marks the conclusion of the cycle dedicated to “nature and form”, grasping the baton from the exhibition Ex Natura: New Works from the Panza di Biumo Collection, which was inaugurated a year ago and came to an end on 1 October 2023. After this initial phase, the other exhibitions will be staged on an annual basis, drawing both on the new Panza donation – a group of 108 works by 26 European and American artists, presented by FAI last year – and on the works of the permanent collection. In addition, the exclusive input of contemporary artists, who were not necessarily collected by Giuseppe Panza di Biumo but whose work is aligned with his aesthetic, is giving rise to a number of “exhibitions within the exhibitions”, such as Passageway, which is geared towards generating new evocations and further explorations of the theme for the year.

A spiritual dimension and an approach to mysticism are the hallmarks that differentiate the oeuvre of Wolfgang Laib and bring him close to the spirit of Giuseppe Panza the collector, even if none of Laib’s works are to be found in the historic collection. At Villa Panza, in the spaces of the Stable Blocks and the Coach Houses, the German artist, whose poetics fuses Eastern and Western culture, is the focus of an exhibition project created using organic and inorganic materials. Beeswax, pollen, rice, stone, paper and brass are the elements that breathe life into his works, serving as the starting point for creations that transcend the visual and artistic experience, leading the viewer into a more intimate and meditative dimension.

Laib’s formal vocabulary, which tends towards abstraction, is based on the stylisation of geometric shapes and solid bodies that recall elementary images: houses, mountains, boats and staircases. The simplicity of the forms, colours and materials used, however, conceals far deeper and more complex meanings with tremendous evocative power.
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The first work that we come to on display in the villa’s large Stable Block is Passageway Inside-Downside (2011-2012): fifty-two pieces of brass that resemble the shape of little boats, resting on the same number of heaps of rice, summoning up the idea of travelling towards another world. For its part, the space of the small Stable Block plays host to the oval-shaped work Brahmanda (2016-2022): made of black granite, it is inspired by Brahma and by the myth of the cosmic egg, symbol of the creation of the universe in Sanskrit. The exhibition route continues in the first of the two Coach Houses with Crossing the River-for Bodhiharma (2021-2022): seven works of paper on wood, in which the art emerges purely based on the way in which the light is reflected in it. This is another spiritual journey, this time named after Bodhidharma, the Indian mystic who absorbed the principles of Buddhism and the martial arts to indicate the path towards wisdom, inner enlightenment and contemplation. Last of all, in the second Coach House, the exhibition comes to a close with an installation called Untitled 2023, a site-specific work created by the artist using rice and beeswax – a ductile, malleable material with an intense perfume that engages our senses. Through Untitled 2023, Laib invites us to undergo a metaphysical experience, conceived and brought to life exclusively for Villa Panza.

Home to the late collector and his family, Villa Panza is not a contemporary art museum; rather, it reflects and stands as an unequivocal testament to the sensibility, culture and research path taken by Giuseppe Panza, which spanned at least three generations of artists, from the 1950s through to 2010. The collection housed here and its arrangement – conceived with great elegance and with an unerring focus on the relationship between architecture, nature, furnishings and artworks – are a work of art in themselves: they are the work created by the collector, of which the villa offers the public a unique experience; one that, thanks to this new exhibition, will be all the more enjoyable and illuminating. 

Wolfgang Laib
Wolfgang Laib was born in Metzingen, southern Germany, in 1950. He entered the orbit of art after studying Medicine, and in 1975 he created his first Milkstone, a slab of white marble covered in milk. In 1977, he began to collect pollen in the fields around his home, ushering in a practice that would be central to his artistic output. Between 1978 and 1981 he presented his famous pollen squares at various solo shows in Germany, Italy, Switzerland and the United States. In 1983, he produced his earliest works with rice, and in 1987 with beeswax. The first “wax room” dates from 1988, and was followed by many others, including a permanent room in the Pyrenees, created in 2000, and one next to his studio in southern Germany, in 2004. Since 2002 he has been unveiling major works using Burmese lacquer. He is currently working on the construction of an enormous Brahmanda to be sculpted amid the granite hills of Puli Malai, in India. 

His works have been shown in museums and art institutions, and at art events, right around the world, including: l’ARC in Paris, the Capc Musée d’Art Contemporain in Bordeaux, the Sidney Biennale, the Toyota Municipal Museum, the National Museum of Modern Art in Tokyo, the National Museum of Contemporary Art in Seoul, the Fondation Beyeler in Basel, Macro in Rome, the complex of Sant’Apollinare in Classe in Ravenna, the Kunstmuseum in Bonn, the Reina Sofia in Madrid, the Musée de Grenoble, MoMA in New York and the Centre Pompidou in Paris.

He lives in a small village in southern Germany and has studios in southern India and in New York, where he spends part of the year. He received the Praemium Imperiale in Tokyo in 2015. 


The event is being staged under the patronage of Varese City Council. Villa Panza & the Panza Collection is recognised by Lombardy Region as having Museum Status.


In parallel, the Galleria Lia Rumma in Milan is showing the works of Wolfgang Laib in the exhibition entitled E vidi cose che ridire né sa né può.











	
WOLFGANG LAIB: PASSAGEWAY
from 27 October 2023 to 25 February 2024
Villa e Collezione Panza - Piazza Litta 1, Varese, Italy 

Opening times: Tuesday to Sunday - 10.00am to 6.00pm (ticket desk closes at 5.15pm). 
Tickets: Full: €15.00; FAI members: free; Students (25 and under): €10.00; Concession (ages 6 - 18): €10.00; Family Special (2 adults + 2 children): €40.00; Free for children aged 5 and under 
For bookings: www.villapanza.it; 
Members of INTO – The International National Trusts Organisation, Mécènes and Bienfaiteurs Amis du Louvre: free; full list available at www.into.org/places/ 
Those with disabilities + companion: free.

For more information on FAI: www.fondoambiente.it tel. 0039 0332 283960; email: faibiumo@fondoambiente.it








Press information:
FAI – Fondo per l’Ambiente Italiano ETS
Communications Office: Press and New Media – Valeria Frisolone tel. 0039 334 3523916;
ufficiostampa@fondoambiente.it   
[image: ] Communications Office: TV and Radio – Novella Mirri tel. 0039 334 6516702; n.mirri@fondoambiente.it
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Fondazione nazionale senza scopo di lucro per la tutela e la valorizzazione dellarte, della natura e del paesaggio italiani.
Riconosciuta con DPR n. 941 del 3.12.1975 — Iscritta al RUNTS rep. n. 2092 - C.F. 80102030154 - P.IVA 04358650150




image1.jpeg
FONDO
PER UAMBIENTE
ITALIANO




image2.jpeg
Gonilpatocino al

(&, COMUNE DI
i VARESE RegioneLombardia

!

® Museo





